Travellers In India

the Mogul dominions. The expedition con-
sisted of three ships. In command of one was
Keelinge, of another David Middle-ton, of the
third William Hawkins, Hawkins sailed straight
to Surat, and landed, leaving his ship with
orders to go on to Bantam.* Before leaving for
Agra he suffered a good deal from the hostility
of the Portuguese and the rapacity of the local
Mogul authorities, who pillaged his goods, only
paying such a price, Hawkins tells us, as their
" own barbarous conscience afforded." In
February, 1609, the sailor left Surat, and after
many narrow escapes from assassination by the
way, arrived at Agra in April He began at once
to look for lodgings " in a very secret manner/5
upon hearing of which the Mogul sent troops
of horse to search for him in all directions. He
was speedily introduced into Jahangir's pre-
sence, and gave him the letter from King James
which he had brought with him. Jahangir
accepted it, and employed a Jesuit to read it to
him; but before doing so assured Hawkins that
he would grant every request which it con-
tained; a worthless piece of Oriental courtesy
which it is to be hoped the sailor knew how to
estimate at its proper worth.

Subsequently, on ascertaining that Hawkins
spoke Turkishjt a language with which heaTso

* It was captured by the Portuguese on the way.

t" Perceiving I had the Turkish tongue, which himself well under-
stood. ..." Such is HawHns' narrative, as given in Pwcbas bis Pilgrims^ IT
iu, ZIQ. What Jahangir spake was not Constantinopolitaa Turkish,
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